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This Cycle Safety Information chart summarizes state motorcyclist licensing procedures. This information was obtained from each state's
Although this summary represents information from the most

drivers' licensing agency and from other available source documents.
authoritative sources available, MSF is not responsible for accuracy or completeness.

STATE MOTORCYCLE OPERATOR LICENSING — 2022

Contact your state agency for additional information.

Operator Licenses Vehicle Registrations . . . . .
s 9 Tiered Licensing Rider Education
tate - - . . . . . .
Licensed Licensed (Licensing by Size) | Required for Licensing
- . Auto Motorcycle
Drivers Motorcyclists

Alabama 3,761,498" 1,670,959' 2,284,443 109,703! Yes, <5 bhp or < 150cc? No

Alaska 550,924" 49,953" 183,259 31,9491 No No
Arizona 5,873,322 374,509' 7,444,032 166,583" Yes, < 100cc Yes, under age 18
Arkansas 2,111,873" 156,114" 942,604' 90,838 Yes, < 250cc? No
California 26,957,875" 1,465,3221 14,768,3921 842,106' No Yes, under age 21
Colorado 4,074,614" 417,507" 1,807,777" 190,592' No Yes, under age 16
Connecticut 2,686,089' 215,119' 1,352,381" 86,5311 No Yes
Delaware 704,908' 51,415' 447,007" 28,158 No Yes, under age 18
D.C. 419,896" 168,064" 206,833" 4,436" No Yes
Florida 17,712,779 1,373,517 15,805,936 624,256 Yes, < 150cc? Yes
Georgia 7,129,734" 423,394! 3,538,180' 202,391" No No

Hawaii 950,481" 60,039 516,544' 31,146" No Yes, under age 18
Idaho 1,038,992' 77,0571 607,902' 65,9391 No Yes, under age 21
Illinois 8,908,402 178,714 11,179,214 276,816 Yes, < 150cc? Yes, under age 18
Indiana 4,926,277" 233,434" 2,330,172" 223,603" No No

lowa 2,376,558 269,474 1,567,133 195,737 No Yes, under age 18
Kansas 1,897,139' 174,744" 980,359' 96,2471 No No
Kentucky 2,905,632 185,8411 2,138,261 83,926 No No
Louisiana 2,923,744" 130,624" 1,425,349" 113,599' No No

Maine 991,626 123,461 686,377 45,258 No Yes
Maryland 4,208,642" 263,594" 1,976,021" 123,936 No Yes, under age 18
Massachusetts 4,492,641" 339,0171 2,305,471 167,829" No Yes, under age 18
Michigan 7,352,275 608,898 7,922,792 242,083 No Yes, under age 18
Minnesota 4,043,382" 416,693" 2,081,723" 229,377" No Yes, under age 18
Mississippi 1,965,464" 54,8041 840,737! 28,2391 No No
Missouri 4,268,672" 368,036' 2,247,914" 153,580 Yes, < 250cc? No
Montana 885,000 115,000 441,201' 290,295' No No
Nebraska 1,235,984 83,668 523,328 50,157 No No
Nevada 2,147,982 163,643 2,274,771 70,079 No Yes, under age 18
New Hampshire 1,118,044 175,461 1,347,792 78,255 No Yes, under age 18
New Jersey 6,039,623" 264,100' 2,847,881" 151,101" Yes, < 500cc* Yes, under age 18
New Mexico 1,444,857" 58,400 661,197' 61,8771 Yes, < 100cc? Yes, under age 18
New York 12,037,759' 750,461" 4,890,916' 392,771" No No

North Carolina 6,811,686 453,203" 3,546,3631 195,618" No Yes, under age 18
North Dakota 562,341" 72,4521 243,338! 39,000! Yes, < 250cc?® Yes, under age 16
Ohio 8,523,090 802,076 16,583,713 498,742 No Yes, under age 18
Oklahoma 2,494,095! 200,353' 1,379,222" 135,937" Yes, < 300cc? Yes, under age 18
Oregon 3,623,452" 279,519' 1,483,576' 136,238 No Yes
Pennsylvania 8,966,849" 845,9771 4,640,471 393,037" Yes, < 5 bhp and 3 wheels Yes, under age 18
Rhode Island 884,919 77,223 757,931 22,032 No Yes

South Carolina 3,792,564 218,130" 1,840,357" 118,105 No Yes, under age 17
South Dakota 641,471" 88,004" 364,576' 114,742" No No
Tennessee 5,130,7531 393,977' 2,347,806" 167,961" Yes, < 5 bhp or < 125¢c?® No

Texas 15,648,733" 853,000' 8,287,254" 374,919' Yes, < 250 cc? Yes

Utah 2,547,601 204,419 3,021,001 84,822 Yes, 90cc; 249cc; 649cc? No
Vermont 478,332 55,432 653,278 32,482 No No
Virginia 6,023,354 424,533 8,402,827 189,875 No No
Washington 5,920,572 429,715 8,139,392 243,911 No Yes, under age 18
West Virginia 1,212,366" 108,170" 584,599' 61,090" No No
Wisconsin 4,188,194' 475,248 2,159,924 335,359 Yes, < 125¢¢® Yes, under age 18
Wyoming 435,452" 59,702! 211,613 33,000 No No

Totals 228,028,512 18,027,770 161,960,833 8,726,263

(1) No response from state/updated data not available.

(2) May obtain motorcycle license at younger age for small displacement
motorcycles.

(3) License restricted based on cc size of motorcycle upon which rider tested.
(4) If tested on < 231 cc, license/endorsement restricted to operation < 500 cc.
No restriction on license/endorsement if operator has completed approved
rider education course.
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Motorcyclist Learner Permits

Renewal Allowed/

State Test Needed Restrictions .
Times Renewal Allowed
Alabama Frxkkkiik NO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED***#*kkixx
Alaska Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/1
Arizona Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/1
Arkansas Knowledge None N/A
California Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/No Limit
Colorado Knowledge & Skill No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/1
Connecticut Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Vision Protecting Device Yes/1
Delaware Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Eye-wear Yes/1
D.C. Knowledge & Skill N/A N/A
Florida wxxixikNO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED***#kik
Georgia Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Restricted Roadways Yes/No Limit
B : Yes/No Limit (if skills test
Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Onl
Hawail wedg ger. Dayllg my taken before permit expires)
Idaho Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/1
lllinois Knowledge & Vision Daytime Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Indiana Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
lowa Knowledge & Vision Supervision No
Kansas Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Kentucky Knowledge & Vision No Passenger Yes/1
Louisiana FxxxxkkikkNO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED***ikkiix
Maine Knowledge & Vision No Passenger No
Maryland Knowledge & Vision No Passenger (unless it is supervising rider) No
Massachusetts Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only No
Michigan Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/2 in 10 years
Minnesota Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/Must retake knowledge test
Mississippi Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Missouri Knowledge, Vision, & Traffic Signs No Passenger, Daylight Only, 250cc Restriction, 50 Mile Radius (under age 16) Yes/No Limit
Montana Knowledge Supervision No
Nebraska Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Nevada Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Supervision Yes/1 age 18+
New Hampshire Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
New Jersey Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/No Limit
New Mexico Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
New York Knowledge Supervision & No Freeway Yes/1*
North Carolina Knowledge, Vision, & Traffic Signs No Passenger Yes/1
North Dakota Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
Ohio Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Eye-wear No
Oklahoma Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Oregon Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
. s . . No (may reapply 3 times in a
Knowledge & Vision
Pennsylvania g No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision 5-year period)
Rhode Island Knowledge, Skill, Vision, & Traffic Signs No Passenger, Supervision No

South Carolina

Knowledge & Vision

Daylight Only, Supervision

Yes/No more than 3 times

South Dakota Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Tennessee Knowledge, Vision, & Skill No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeways, cc Restrictions N/A
Texas Knowledge & Vision Supervision N/A
Utah Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Restricted Roadways Yes/No Limit
Vermont Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, VT Only Yes/2
Virginia Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Washington Knowledge & Skill No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
West Virginia Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only No
Wisconsin Knowledge, Vision, & Traffic Signs No Passenger, Eye-wear, After dark supervision by licensed person age 25+ Yes/1
Wyoming Knowledge & Vision for 90-day permit/+ No Passenger Yes/No Limit

Skill for one year permit

* If permit holder has another class of NYS driver license, permit is valid for 1 year and can be renewed for 1 additional year. If permit holder does not possess another class
of driver license permit is valid for 5 years and cannot be renewed.




Motorcyclist Learner Permits

State Permit Validity Period Learner Fiermit Required Prior to Length (_)f Time Req_uired to I_-Iold
License Issuance Permit Prior to Applying for License
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* If permit holder has another class of NYS driver license, permit is valid for 1 year and can be renewed for 1 additional year. If permit holder does not possess another class
of driver license permit is valid for 5 years and cannot be renewed.




State Licensing Agency Information

Knowledge/Skills License Issuance | License Test Sites Motorcycle Third Party
State ; . Test Testers
Testing Agency Agency Auto Driver’s/ N
Motorcycle Examiners Used

25716

Revenue Div.
DMV/3rd Party Testers Dept. of Revenue 35 state, 20 county/5 state
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(1) No response from state/updated data not available.




General Licensing Information

Graduated
Minimum Age Minimum Age Driver's License Required for | Licensing System Helmet
State with Rider without Rider Motorcycle License/ for Motorcycle  |Requirement
Education Education Endorsement Licensing*
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*Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws require young drivers to gain driving experience before obtaining full driving privileges. Typical provisions include required number of
hours of supervised driving, restrictions on nighttime driving, carrying passengers, and prohibition on cell phone use/texting. Every state has a graduated licensing system for
driver’s licensing.
Most programs include three stages:
e Learner Stage: supervised driving, cumulating with a driving test;
e Intermediate Stage: limits unsupervised driving in high risk situations; and
o Full Privilege Stage: regular driver’s license.
(5) 21+ may ride without helmet only if covered by insurance policy providing at least $10,000 in medical benefits.
(6) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they have applicable insurance, and have passed a motorcycle safety course, or have
had motorcycle endorsement for at least 2 yrs.
(7) 26+ may ride without helmet only if they have medical insurance and proof of financial responsibility.
(8) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they have two years of riding experience or have completed motorcycle safety course.
(9) And during first year of having motorcycle license.
(10) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they complete motorcycle operator training and safety course or have medical
insurance.




Motorcycle Knowledge Testing

Knowledge Test Waiver for License Received from
State Handbook Used Knowledge Test Used Approved Rider Education Course Provider When
Completion Waiver is Provided
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Motorcycle Skills Testing

Skills Accepts Rider
. P . 3-Wheeled Motorcycles (SWMC)
Primary Secondary Test Education Able to Test on 3WMC/License
State Skills Test Skills Test | Waiver Completion Restricted to 3WMC if Tested
Used Used for Rider Card From estricte O3WMC It Teste
Education | Another State on
Alabama wrkxkikkNO SKILLS TEST REQUIRED****wksxx
Alaska Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Arizona Alternate MOST Total Control Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Arkansas Serpentine None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
California Serpentine & Slow Ride Local On-Street Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Colorado MSF RST - 2W & 3W MOST BRC Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Connecticut BRC None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Delaware MSF RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
D.C. xexkkekx*NO SKILLS TEST OFFERED — MUST COMPLETE RIDER COURSE APPROVED BY ANY U.S. JURISDICT [QN**kkkkk
Florida BRC RST No Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Georgia RST BRC & BR_C2 Skill Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Evaluations
Hawaii MSF RST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Idaho Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
lllinois Alternate MOST None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Indiana Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
lowa Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Kansas Alternate MOST None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Kentucky Local Off-Street None Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Louisiana Local On-Street None Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Maine BRC & Local On-Street None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Maryland RST - MVA BRC-u & BRC2-u Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Massachusetts Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Michigan RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Minnesota RST - 2W & 3W None Yes (Age 18+) No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Mississippi M/C In-Traffic Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
MSF Approved Compact No
Missouri Ride Skills Test None Yes (unless an approved Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Local Off-Street military rider course)
Montana Alternate MOST Local On-Street Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Nebraska MIT Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Nevada Alternate MOST None Yes Yes N/A
New Hampshire RST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
New Jersey Alternate MOST None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
) RST - 2W & 3W, -

J - Yes Yes/No Restriction
New Mexico Alternate MOST Local On-Street Yes
New York Local On-Street None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
North Carolina Local Off-Street None Yes No Yes/No Restriction
North Dakota RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Ohio RST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Oklahoma Local On-Street None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Oregon None None Yes No License issued upon passage of knowledge test
Pennsylvania Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Rhode Island MSF/BRC None Yes Yes MA & CT Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
South Carolina Modified Alternate MOST None Yes No N/A
South Dakota M/C In-Traffic Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Tennessee Local Off-Street Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Texas M/C In-Traffic None Yes (Age 18+) Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Utah Alternate MOST MOdiﬁ:/ldo'gfl?mate Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Vermont RST BRC & BRC2 Lic. Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled

Waiver Skill Test

Virginia Alternate MOST Local Off-Street Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Washington Modified MSF New/Old None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
West Virginia Alternate MOST Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Wisconsin MIT None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Wyoming Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
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